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08                   Johnsons 'Brownism!
1 Observations on his Britannick Majesty's Treaties with the Empress of Russia and the Landgrave of Hesse Cassel1;'! 'Observations on the Present State of Affairs2 ;'f and 'Memoirs of Frederick III, King of Prussia3.'! I" a'l these he displays extensive political knowledge and sagacity, expressed with uncommon energy and perspicuity, without any of those words which he sometimes took a pleasure in adopting in imitation of Sir Thomas Browne; of whose Christian Morals he this year gave an edition, with his ' Life1* prefixed to it, which is one of Johnson's best biographical performances. In one instance only in these essays has he indulged his Broivnism"', Dr. Robertson, the historian, mentioned it to me, as having at once convinced him that Johnson was the author of the ' Memoirs of the King of Prussia.' Speaking of the pride which the old King, the father of his hero, took in being master of the tallest regiment in Europe, he says,' To review this towering regiment was his daily pleasure; and to perpetuate it was so much his care, that when he met a tall woman he immediately commanded one of his Titanian retinue to many her, that they might propagate procerity^' For this Anglo-Latian word frocerity, Johnson had, however, the authority of Addison6.
•shire 1600 :   Durham and Bedford-     favour   of the  Indians  which  they
shire 800.    From the three Ridings     enjoy with very few exceptions among
•of Yorkshire 4800 were to be raised.     all the nations of the northern con-
The men were to be exercised every     tinent we  ought   to   consider  with
Sunday before and after service. The     other thoughts ; this favour we might
JJterary Magazine, p. 58.                     have enjoyed, if we had been careful
1 In this paper are found the for-     to deserve it.1    Works, vi. 114, 122.
ciblc words, 'The desperate remedy        3 These  Memoirs   end  with   the
of desperate   distress,'  which have     year 1745.    Johnson  had intended
been used since by orators. 7#.p.i2i.     to continue  them, for he writes:—
a Johnson considers here the war     ' We shall here suspend our narra-
in America between the English and     tive.1   Ib. vi. 474.
French, and shows ,1 strong feeling        4 See ante, p. 221.
for the natives who had been wronged        s The sentence  continues :—' and
by both nations.   ' Such is the contest     produce heirs to the father's habili-
that   no   honest   man  can  heartily     merits.' Il>. vi. 436. Another instance
wish  success  to  either party. . . .     may be  adduced of his Broiunism
The American dispute between the     in  the   following   line:—'The  war
French and  us   is only the quarrel     continued in an equilibration by al-
of two robbers  for the spoils of a     termite losses and advantages.'   Ib.
passenger.1    The French had  this     473.
in their favour, that they had treated        6 In a letter from the Secretary of
the  natives  better than we.    ' The     the Tall Club in The Guardian, No.
Histify curiosity to iufonu it, that the English Dictionary was
